
Land  as  P r o t agon i s t .

S i nce  2 0 0 3 ,  v i t i c u l t u r i s t  Ann i e  Fa v i a  and  w i nemake r  Andy  E r i c ks on  

hav e  been  emba r k i ng  on  t h i s  s t i l l - un f o l d i ng  na r r a t i v e ,  w i t h  a  s i mp l e  
mi s s i on :  c r ea t e  s ou l f u l  w i nes  t ha t  e x p r es s  t he  t r ue  na t u r e  o f  t h e  

v i n e y a r ds  f r om wh i ch  t he y  come .  Toge t he r  w i t h  t he i r  t e am,  t he y  

co l l a bo r a t e  on  f a r mi ng  un i que  v i n e y a r d  s i t e s  w i t h  s o i l s ,  c l i ma t e ,
and  as pec t s  i d ea l  f o r  g r ow i ng  e x qu i s i t e  w i ne  g r apes .  

Mo r e  t han  t wo  decades  a f t e r  p r oduc i ng  t he i r  f i r s t  bo t t l e s  o f  w i ne ,  

t h e y  ha v e  a r r i v ed  a t  a  s ucc i nc t  bu t  powe r f u l  d i s t i l l a t i on  o f  t h e  
ph i l o s ophy  t ha t  gu i des  t he i r  app r oach  t o  wo r k :

I n  co l l a bo r a t i on  w i t h  na t u r e ,
w i t h  r e v e r ence  f o r  c r a f t ,

i n  hono r  o f  p l a ce .

COLLABORAT I ON W I TH  NATURE

Ou r  f a r mi ng  e t hos  has  commi t t ed  us  t o  r e i n v i g o r a t e  l ands capes ,
and  ou r  v i n e y a r ds ,  a f t e r  eco l og i e s  t ha t  o r i g i n a l l y  e x i s t ed  i n  t he  

r eg i on .  M i r r o r i ng  na t u r e  wh i l e  a l l ow i ng  i t  t o  a t t a i n  a  s t a t e  o f  

equ i l i b r i um.  Th i s  means  us i ng  o r gan i c  and  b i od y nami c  me t hods
t o  r e s t o r e  l o ca l  b i od i v e r s i t y  w i t h  na t i v e  p l an t s ,  t a k i ng  a  ho l i s t i c  

app r oach  t o  t he  v i n e y a r d  and  i t s  s u r r ound i ng  l ands ,  and  as k i ng

how  each  dec i s i on  a f f ec t s  t he  f l ou r i s h i ng  o f  t h e  v i n e y a r d ,

t he  appe l l a t i on ,  t h e  v a l l e y ,  and  bey ond .

REVERENCE FOR CRAFT

As  s hephe r ds  o f  t h e  w i nemak i ng  p r oces s ,  we  ca r e f u l l y  coax

t he  g r apes  i n t o  w i ne .  T ak i ng  an  ana l og  app r oach ,  w i t h  an  e y e
t o  me t i cu l ous  de t a i l —gen t l e  hand l i n g ,  m i n i ma l  i n t e r v en t i on ,  na t u r a l  

y eas t  f e r men t a t i on  and  s t r i c t  mon i t o r i ng  o f  t h e  w i ne—a l l ows  t he  

g r apes  t o  s peak  f o r  t h ems e l v es .  U l t i ma t e l y ,  we  un i t e  s c i ence ,  a r t  

and  na t u r e  t o  p r oduce  unpa r a l l e l ed  w i nes ,  each  w i t h  i t s  own
d i s t i n c t  cha r ac t e r .   

HONOR OF  PLACE

As  s t ewa r ds  o f  a  beau t i f u l  8 6 - ac r e  pa r ce l  i n  t he  hea r t  o f  Oakv i l l e ,
a  h i s t o r i c  p r ope r t y  i n  Coombs v i l l e ,  and  f a r mi ng  un i que  v i n e y a r d

s i t e s  w i t h  s o i l s ,  c l i ma t e ,  and  as pec t s  i d ea l  f o r  g r ow i ng  e x qu i s i t e  

w i ne  g r apes ,  we  heed  ou r  l ong - cons i de r ed  e t hos :  t o  be  connec t ed  

w i t h  t he  na t u r a l  wo r l d ,  r e s pec t  t he  anc i en t  me t hods  and  p l aces  t ha t  
we  now  s t ewa r d ,  a l l  wh i l e  s ha r i ng  t he  boun t y  t ha t  w i l l  come  f r om

t h i s  l and  w i t h  a  w i de r  commun i t y .


